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Sure You Could Do It: 


The material presented in each 
issue of Between the Lines could be 
gathered by anyone . . . provided 
you took most of the leading, un- 
censored private news _ services, 
studied the important financial and 
business reports, watched all the 
leading labor papers to get their 
side of the story, maintained 
friendly contacts with a dozen or 
more news men circulating over 
the globe who can never write 
all they know, and if you kept in 
touch with a few keen Christian 
personalities in Washington—yes, 
sir—you could do it as well as any- 
one. But you’re busy and we are 
earnestly and sincerely trying to 
do it for you, for we both agree 
that an informed, courageously 
thinking Christian mind is the 
greatest need of the church today. 
Pass this copy on to a friend and 
it is likely he will agree with both 
of us that such a condensed, time- 
saving information service is well 
worth $1.00 a year. 











Suppressed News on Big Business 
—Nazi Deals 


The big corporations involved are 
using every means at their command to 
say “’T aint so,” but though most news 
services have quite generally squashed 
the stories, it seems that there is a lot 
to these continued charges of traitorous 
double play tactics by leading American 
corporations working with Nazi business 
concerns. The Standard Oil-Nazi rub- 
ber deal was so big it broke through the 
pressure to “keep it quiet.” However, 
since that story broke, other reports 
have resulted in more astounding find- 
ings which have been quite generally 
suppressed in the news. Most big papers 
carried buried and disguised articles like 
that in the Post-Gazette of Pittsburgh, 
Pa. (home of aluminum investments). 
The Post-Gazette had a small one-column 
headline on an inside page “Consent 
Edict Aids Magnesium Output.” Only 
deep in the story do you discover that 
the Aluminum Company of America, the 
American Magnesium Corporation, the 
Dow Chemical Co. (all the biggest cor- 
porations of their kind in America), and 
one or two similar concerns were each 
fined $25,000 each and their officials 
$5,000 each in the Federal courts for 
monopoly practices and restraint of trade 
by pooling their patents with German 
concerns such as I. G. Farbenindustrie 
and other Nazi chemical companies. You 
will recall that Between the Lines ran a 
story in January when these charges were 
first filed with the Federal courts. This re- 


(Continued on next page) 


What’s Coming? 


What happens in Russia in the next 90 days will decide all our destinies. If 
Hitler begins to break through, there are plans being made in Washington that 
will make everything else we’ve been asked to do sound like sissy talk. If the 
Russians hold the Nazi forces through the summer months, the end of the war 
will be in sight; otherwise the whip of civilian war action will really soon crack 
down. Shortages are going to be realities instead of predictions. There is no 
real shortage of sugar (sugar crop limitations, etc., are still enforced), nor is 
there any prospect of actual shortages in most foodstuffs. But transportation will 
be the bottleneck, for this is a “transport war.’ The only real material shortage 
is in rubber and wool and other heavy import items. Everything that occupies 
space in transportation is going to be hard to get. We are going to be urged to 
spend vacations at home, to avoid all unnecessary travel. The manufacturing of 
non-essential consumer goods is going to be stopped short. By summer thousands 
upon thousands of small firms will be shut down by direct order from Washington 
and of course that will throw great quantities of machinery and men into idleness. 
The conversion of these men and materials into war work will be a big problem, 
just when the national financial situation is most acute. Inflation has started and 
perhaps before you read this, Washington will have taken drastic steps to curb 
the trend. Remember that a real inflation can wipe out stocks, bonds, insurance, 
all “paper investments”,—so if you find some new federal action really biting in 
and hurting you, better take it grinning, for like a small boy’s medicine, it tastes 
bad but it is meant to keep you from feeling worse. There is one thing sure,— 
with a 40 billion dollar deficit accruing in the next twelve months and only 7% 
billion in extra taxes so far even asked for to meet it, drastie action is called for. 
Two things can happen to this country; by a lack of a moral character, by a 
deficiency of high purpose and spiritual faith, it can disintegrate into a melee 
of hysteria, hate-breeding confusion and blind defeatism, or it can rise to a new 
experience of tough resiliency and courageous achievement. In reality the big- 
gest problem of America right now is not transportation, shortages, inflation or 
taxes. The biggest problem is what we will call “spiritual regeneration,”—a good 
old-fashioned theological term that is as modern as dive-bombing. With plunder- 
ing greed continuously popping out in high places and racketeers twisting their 
tentacles around labor, the soul of America, the spiritual life of average citizens, 
—that means you and me—must have a new birth of vision, of faith, of God’s 
ultimate purposes for us as individuals and as a nation. That is the heart of the 
crisis we are entering. 


“Dirty Money” 


One of the “most startling findings” of the Brooklyn grand jury in the investi- 
gation of police corruption was the psychology which makes a distinction between 
“clean money” and “dirty money” in taking graft among police officials. 

“Clean money,” it seems, is the money you take for protecting gambling, such 
as policy and book making. “Dirty money” is graft accepted from “crimes in- 
volving moral turpitude, such as prostitution.” 

In this report from the New York police courts, we have evidence of the spiritual 
degeneration of America referred to in the preceding article. Read the above 
quotation a couple of times and do your own thinking. Remember that this con- 
dition existed not among our lawless elements but among our law enforcement 
bodies. See what we mean by “spiritual regeneration’? 


’ 


Direct from Europe 


Fresh personal information from one of our “listening posts” includes the fol- 
lowing direct quotations from a year’s experience in war-time Europe on a special 
mission carrying wide opportunities for seeng and hearing: 

“In the first six months of the war, over 600,000 men of France got tuberculosis. 
It is thought that at least part of this widespread infection was deliberately im- 
pregnated by the Germans. Typhus is raging in Spain, France and on the Russian 
front ...in fact it was the Germans who brought typhus into France from the 
Russian front, for the Germans send their wounded in closed trains from the 
front to France so German women won’t see them. 

“A half million Alsatians were moved out of their homes, many on an hour’s 
notice, some to Poland, some to France, some to execution. Authoritative reports 
state that the young men and boys were sterilized. The vacated territory in 
Alsace is being colonized by Germans. 

“Lists of those executed are published daily in the German-controlled French 
papers. Their birth dates are published too and since many are very young boys, 
this has a particularly terrorizing effect. I saw the names of three people I knew 
in one issue of a recent Paris paper. 


(Continued on next page) 
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Is Liquor a “Food Essential’’? 


There are some elements in the present liquor situation that 
exceed anything in the past for a shameless etfrontery of decent 
citizenship. The liquor interests not only have managed to come 
out well in sugar rationing but they have also succeeded in 
getting what amounts to “food essentials” rating on tire prior- 
ities for liquor delivery trucks, so that nothing may stop the 
flow of alcoholic drinks to the gangsters operating the vice 
dumps and clip joints which surround the defense centers. This 
is no exaggeration, for there have been many complaints reach- 
ing the government of the exorbitant prices charged soldiers and 
sailors tor their drinks. In many instances the prices are 
doubled in areas where service men try to find their fun, as 
over against civilian bars in other but adjacent areas. Temper- 
ate, controlled drinking might be accepted as a part of a man’s 
relaxation, for these remarks are not made in priggishness, but 
when the war is over we’ll find, as we did in the last war, that 
more American boys have had their lives destroyed by intemper- 
ance and vice than by bullets, bombs and bayonets combined. 
The leaders in Washington are shouting about loyalty and a 
speed-up in war production. However, there are some folks in 
Washington who must be responsible for the all-out cooperation 
the liquor interests are getting. Doesn’t that involve loyalty? 

Boston defense authorities are openly protesting the large 
number of young men who are securing deferment because they 
are “chronic alcoholics”. The draft supervisors say, “Why 
shouldn’t we induct them and form a regiment of these young 
drunks? Why should they get off while sober young college boys 
and business men go to war?” They report known cases where 
these alcoholics openly boasted that they purposely got drunk on 
the way to the induction center so they would be rejected. 
Liquor cooperated with the Japanese at Pearl Harbor, with 
hordes of gangsters who prey upon the boys in camp, and with 
the slackers and draft dodgers. What a war record! 


Strange Prediction 


Considerable attention is being drawn to a book by an eminent 
British naval expert, The Great Pacific War (1942 edition, 
Houghton, Mifflin, publishers, $2.50), by the late Hector C. By- 
water. The book was first written in 1925 and portrays an 
imaginary war between Japan and the United States. The book 
so amazingly fits the present scene that it has been reprinted. 
The most interesting part about it is that after forecasting 
almost identically the situation we are in today, it goes beyond 
and pictures the final outcome. It is that conclusion which 
makes the average reader catch his breath. In the end, after 
years of costly, long-range manoeuvering and fighting, Japan is 
defeated, but victor and vanquished are so exhausted that neither 
nation can avoid the development of the very events they had 
fought so hard to forestall. Asia is overrun by a revolutionary 
China which sweeps Japan into endless waves of radicalism. 
America has lost most of her Asia commerce to Russia and the 
gigantic burden of taxes is bringing to power in America the 
most radical elements. Bywater ends by saying 

“War is never a paying proposition from any national 
point of view, and the great conflict of which the salient 
phases are described in the foregoing pages has proved, in 
its material aspects at least, scarcely less disastrous to 
victors than to vanquished.” 

Interesting words from a military expert! 
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What Future for the German Christian? 


More and more news is coming through concerning the revolt 
of Christians in Norway against the Nazi domination. Recently 
a special dispatch to the New York Times reported that Quisling 
had to back down on his ultimatum to the Norwegian clergy 
which was an answer to their collective resignation as State 
officials Easter Sunday. With very few exceptions the church- 
men stood by their decision and Premier Quislng is seeking 
about for measures which will avert a crisis and still save his 
face. Such reports from occupied Norway seem to indicate 
that the German army heads are afraid of the power of the 
Norwegian Christians. 

We trust our readers are not missing such dispatches as they 
appear in the press. What is not being given to us is the fact 
that Christian resistance in Germany also is on the increase. 
Do the censorship boards in America feel that nothing should 
be printed that might arouse sympathy for any Germans? We 
challenge that viewpoint. If the American public could know 
of the ever increasing resistance of German Christians to Nazi 
domination they would be all the more likely to realize that the 
war is for freedom, even the freedom of tellow Christians in 
Germany. Nazi censorship in Germany and military censorship 
in America has made it very difficult for the American Christian 
to follow developments of great significance as to religious 
struggle within Germany itself. Herein is to be found one of 
the greatest and most encouraging facts of the war. Hitler 
has not only failed to conquer England and Russia, he has even 
failed to conquer Germany itself. When Rudolf Bormann was 
appointed by Hitler to fill the post left vacant by Rudolf Hess, 
the Fuhrer inaugurated a new and more intense regime of perse- 
cution. In the last few weeks it has become apparent that Bor- 
mann represents a new enemy of the church. He had given voice 
to some of the most vicious denunciations of Christianity that 
have been heard, even from the lips of a Nazi. New restric- 
tions have been put on the churches. Church bells are being 
confiscated for war metals (following published Nazi complaints 
that the bells were no longer being used by the parish leaders 
to celebrate Nazi victories as the Fuhrer had requested). Many 
religious periodicals and Sunday school publications have been 
ordered suppressed upon the claim of “paper shortages.” The 
German Christians, at least 50 per cent of whom have never 
submitted to Nazism, are now caught in the dilemma of the 
threats of a Nazi victory with its inevitable increase of Nazi 
tyranny, or a Nazi defeat in which an outraged world will seek 
its revenge upon all Germans. 


Senor Vila Protests 


South American leaders have been complaining for a long 
time that Hollywood does great damage to South American- 
United States relations on its handling of so-called South 
American film materials. Now comes this report from Holly- 
wood: The well-known Argentine actor and singer, Alberto Vila, 
was faced with the choice of quitting or lending his prestige 
in the Latin American film world to the production of pictures 
which, in his sight, were unauthentic, offensive to the Latin 
American people, and crude. Senor Vila went home to Argen- 
tina! He will go back to Hollywood if and when Latin America 
receives fairer treatment from the movie-makers. 





